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Basic Tactics

Pins

A pin is accomplished by lining up a couple of enemy pieces along a rank, file, or diagonal.

(16)











Real pin, the White Bishop pins the Black Queen against the Black King.

(17)












Essentially the same as #16, except Black has three methods of defending against the pin.

(18)












White to move can first pin the Black Rook against the Black King.

(19)












Black can defend against the pin.

(20)












White can win material because of the pin.

(21)












White can win material because of the pin.

(22)











White appears to have Black’s pinned Knight in deep trouble, but Black has several different ways of getting out of the pin.

(23)












Black is so pinned up, that White has three different ways to deliver checkmate in one move!

Forks

A fork takes place when two or more enemy pieces are attacked simultaneously, usually resulting in the loss of one of them.

(24)











If White to move, he can fork four opposing pieces, and in this case win one for nothing.  If it’s Black’s move, he has several methods of defending against the threat.

(25)












White to move can fork two of Black’s pieces.

(26)












White to move can fork two of Black’s pieces.

(27)












White to move can fork all of Black’s pieces.

(28)












White can win material because of the potential fork of Black’s King and Rook.

(29)












White to move can win material because of the fork of Black’s Queen and King.

Skewers

A skewer takes place when an opponent’s piece is attacked and must move.  After which, a second piece becomes exposed to capture.

(30)











White wins the Black Queen via a skewer.

(31)












White wins the Black Rook via a skewer.

Overloading

Overloading occurs when a piece is required to do too much.

(32)











The Black Rook on d8 is overloaded and can be exposed in two different ways.

(33)












The Black Bishop is overloaded and needs help from the Black King to defend both Pawns from promoting.

(34)












The Black Rook on f8 is overloaded, because it is attempting to defend both the f7 square and the back rank checkmate.

Zwischenzug

An “in-between” move that catches your opponent off guard.  This normally takes place in the middle of an apparent trade, where you can get an advantage by making a threat.

(35)











Black plays Nd4 expecting White to recapture the Knight with Qd4. After which, Black wants to win the White Queen with Bb6.  But, White has anticipated this exchange and responds with the “in-between” move of Qg3! And it’s Black that is in trouble.

Stalemate

A stalemate occurs when the player to move cannot make one legal move and his King is NOT in check.  The result is a draw when stalemate occurs.

(36)











With Black to move, the position is a stalemate.

(37)












With Black to move, the position is a stalemate.

(38)












Black’s position looks hopeless.  How can he defend White’s threat of Qh7 mate?  Is there anything that Black can do?

Checkmate

Checkmate occurs when the player to move cannot make one legal move to escape check.  The result is a win for player that has trapped the opponent’s King.
Basic Mates

Shown below are a bunch of basic mating patterns/positions:

(39)











(40)












(41)












(42)












(43)












(44)











(45)












(46)












(47)












(48)












(49)












(50)











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