Preparation for Class Two

Reading in IM Kaufman’s book “The Chess Advantage in Black  and White”

Chapter 6, Sicilian Rossolimo, pages 106 – 120


Review ganes in “Sicilian Rossolimo.pgn”

Chapter 7, Sicilian with 2 …  e6, pages 121 – 135


Review games in “Sicilian with 2 … e6.pgn”

Chapter 8, Other Sicilians, pages 136 – 142

Choose any two games from the file “Rossolimo 2700 white.pgn” and annotate them.  Show where they deviate from IM Kaufman’s recommendations.  These are games where players over 2700 play 3.Bb5 against the 2…., Nc6 Sicilian.  At times, you should comment on who is better and why.

Please comment on the two side lines shown in game 1 and 2  of  “Sicilian Rossolimo.pgn”, and given below.
Sicilian Rossolimo

(1) Svidler,P (2713) - Annakov,B (2600) [B30]

GM Fights 1 ICC Internet (2), 1999

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 Qb6 

[interesting is 3...e5 4.0–0 Nge7 5.c3 g6 6.d4 cxd4 7.cxd4 exd4 8.Bf4 Bg7 9.Bd6+- +1.06, White is winning.

What are Black's candidate moves?

How does White keep the advantage in each case?] 

Analysis Diagram
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4.Nc3 e6 5.0–0 a6 6.Bxc6 Qxc6 7.d4 cxd4 8.Qxd4 d6 9.Re1 Bd7 10.Bg5 Rc8 11.Rad1 Qc5 12.Qd2 Be7 13.Bxe7 Kxe7 14.e5 d5 15.Ne4 Qb6 16.Nd6 Rc6 17.c4 dxc4 18.Nf5+ exf5 19.Qxd7+ Kf8 20.Ng5 Qc7 21.e6 fxe6 22.Nxe6+ 1–0

(2) Kasparov,G (2847) - Leko,P (2736) [B30]

XX SuperGM Linares ESP (10), 2003

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.Bb5 Qc7 [4...Nd4 5.e5 Nxb5 6.Nxb5 Nd5 7.Ng5!+  +0.69   White has the advantage.   Show analysis to prove this.] 

Analysis Diagram    
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4...Bb7 5.e5 Nc6 6.Na3 f6 7.Nc4 fxe5 8.Nfxe5 Nf6 9.Nxc6 Bxc6 10.Ne5 Be4 11.Ba6 Qc7 12.0–0 Be7 13.f3 Bb7 14.Bxb7 Qxb7 15.c4 Line
Please comment on the two side lines shown in game 1 and 6 of  “Sicilian with 2 … e6.pgn”, and given below.
Sicilian with 2 ..., e6

(1) Svidler,P (2713) - Rublevsky,S (2670) [B40]

TCh-RUS Togliatti RUS (3), 2003

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 e6 3.d3 Nc6 4.c3 Nge7 5.Be3 d6 6.a3 g6 7.b4 b6 8.d4 Bg7 9.dxc5 bxc5 10.bxc5 d5 11.Bb5 Bd7 12.Nbd2 Bxc3 13.0–0 Bg7 [13...Bxa1?! +0.56  White has the advantage.  Why?  Show analysis.]  

Analysis Diagram    
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14.Rc1 0–0 15.Bg5 h6 16.exd5 hxg5 17.dxc6 Nxc6 18.h3 Rb8 19.Qa4 Rxb5 20.Qxb5 Nd4 21.Qd3 Bb5 22.Nc4 Qd5 23.Nxd4 Bxd4 24.Rfd1 Rd8 25.Qxd4 Qxd4 26.Rxd4 Rxd4 27.Nd6 Bc6 28.Rb1 Kg7 29.f3 Rd5 30.Rb8 Rxc5 31.Rc8 Rc1+ 32.Kh2 Rc2 33.Rc7 Kf6 34.Rxa7 e5 35.Rc7 Ba4 36.Ne4+ Kg7 37.Rxc2 Bxc2 38.Nc5 Kf8 39.a4 e4 40.a5 1–0
(6) Berzins,R (2455) - Meijers (2455)

Latvia, 2002

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 e6 3.b3 b6 4.Bb2 [4.d4 cxd4 5.Nxd4 Bb7 6.Nb5 Bxe4² +0.28, White has a small advantage.  Show some analysis to prove this.] 

Analysis Diagram    
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4...Bb7 5.e5 Nc6 6.Na3 f6 7.Nc4 fxe5 8.Nfxe5 Nf6 9.Nxc6 Bxc6 10.Ne5 Be4 11.Ba6 Qc7 12.0–0 Be7 13.f3 Bb7 14.Bxb7 Qxb7 15.c4 Line
