Preparation for Class Two

Reading in IM Kaufman’s book “The Chess Advantage in Black  and White”

Chapter 23, Semi-Slav Introduction, pages 377 – 379


Review games in “Semi-Slav 2700+ Players.pgn”

Chapter 24, The Meran Defense, pages 380 – 394


Review games in “Meran Defense.pgn”

Chapter 28, Marshal Gambit, pages 437 – 444


Review games in “Marshal Gambit.pgn”

Please comment on the two side lines shown in game 1 of  “Meran Defense.pgn”, and given below.
Meran Defense

(Game 1) Zheliandinov,V (2402) – Sveshnikov,E (2563) [D31] 1/2-1/2 

Bled, 1999

1. d4 d5 2. c4 e6 3. Nc3 c6 4. Nf3 Nf6 5. e3 Nbd7 6. Bd3 dxc4 7. Bxc4 b5 

8. Bb3 b4 9. Ne2 Bb7 10. O-O c5 11. Nf4 Bd6
What are Black's candidate moves?

Why is 11… cxd not as good as 11… Bd6?] 

Analysis Diagram… after 11… cxd
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12. Ng5 Bxf4 13. exf4 O-O 14. Be3 h6 15. Nf3 Ng4

In the subvariation, 15. Nxf7 Rxf7  White gains two pawns and a Rook for two pieces, Knight and Bishop.  What was wrong with Black playing 

15. Nxf7 Kxf7?!  Trying to save the Rook.

Analysis diagram after 15. Nxf7 Kxf7
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16. Bd2 a5 17. h3 Ngf6 18. Rc1 Rc8 19. Be3 Qe7 20. Re1 Nd5 

21. Bxd5 Bxd5 22. dxc5 Nxc5 23. Qe2 Nd7 24. Rxc8 Rxc8 1/2-1/2
(Round 8)  GM Bauer,Ch (2641) -  GM Nakamura,H (2660)  1-0 

Biel 2005 

GM Hikaru Nakamura was leading the recent 2005 Biel Grandmaster tournament at 4.5 (2 wins, 5 draws) after 7 rounds.  He needed a win to just about clinch first place in round 8 against Bauer, who he had beaten with white in round 3. He played the Semi-Slav arriving at the position from the first sample game above after...   

1. d4 d5 2. c4 c6 3. Nc3 Nf6 4. e3 e6 5. Nf3 Nbd7 6. Bd3 dxc4 7. Bxc4 b5 

8. Bb3 b4 9. Ne2
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Here Nakamura varied from the more norm with 9…Bd6 and Bauer countered with an unusual gambit…  10. Ng3, Bb7 11. e4!?
Game Position after 11. e4!?
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Can you answer two questions…

1. Where did Nakamura go wrong, if at all, after accepting the gambit with 11. Bxg3, hxg 12. Nxe4

2.  If Nakamura had played Kaufman’s recommended 9… Bb7 instead of 9… Bd6, he could have avoided this dangerous gambit… How?  For example,  after 9. Ne2 Bb7 10. Ng3… How does Black take advantage of White delaying o-o and prevent the gambit 11. e4!?  Obviously, if Black plays 10… Bd6 we have transposed back to the Bauer – Nakamura game and the gambit is playable.

The game ended from the diagram after …

11… Bxg3 12. hxg3 Nxe4 13. Qe2 c5 14. Rh4 Nef6 15. Ne5 Nd5 

16. dxc5 Nxe5 17. Qxe5 Qd7 18. Qxg7 O-O-O 19. Qe5 Ba6 

20. Bxd5 exd5 21. Rxb4 Bb5 22. c6 Qxc6 23. Be3 Rhe8 24. Qf4 d4 

25. Qf5+ Kb7 26. Qxb5+ Qxb5 27. Rxb5+ Ka6 28. Rb3 dxe3 

29. Rxe3 Rxe3+ 30. fxe3 Rb8 31. b3 Rg8 32. Kf2 Rg6 33. Rh1 h6 

34. Rh4 Kb6 35. Rf4 f6 36. Rf5 Kc7 37. Kf3 Kd8 38. Kf4 Ke8 39. b4 Kf8 40. a4 Ke8 41. Rb5   1-0

Including this devastating defeat, Nakamura lost his last 3 games and finished at in the bottom half of the six player double round robin.  Such games can be turning points in a tournament and even a career for this young 16 year old American GM.  Much pressure has been placed on his shoulders as many have pointed to him as a possible American hope for the World title.  Up until this tournament he has been impressive.  His next international tournament will show how he reacts to setbacks.

