Preparation for Class Five

Reading in IM Kaufman’s book “The Chess Advantage in Black  and White”

Chapter 26, Moscow Variation, pages 410 – 425


Review games in “Moscow.pgn”


Review games in “Moscow 2700+ Players.pgn”

Chapter 27, The Anti-Moscow Variation, pages 426 – 436


Review games in “Anti Moscow.pgn”

Review games in “Anti Moscow 2700+ Players.pgn”

Please comment on the side line shown in game 2 of  “Moscow.pgn”, and given below.

Moscow Variation 

(Game 2) Dautov,R (2602) – Khenkin,J (2622) ½-½  

Budesliga 1999-2000 

1.d4 d5  2.Nf3 Nf6  3.c4 c6  4.Nc3 e6  5.Bg5 h6  6.Bxf6 Qxf6  7.Qc2 dxc4 8.e3 b5 

After 8… b5,  White has the opportunity to win the exchange in a variation that Kaufman claims “no strong Masters play this for White”. 

Position afte 8… b5
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However, since we club players are not playing “strong Masters” most of the time, we must know how to defend the sub-variation…

9.Nxb5 cxd  10. Qe4 Bb5+  11.Kd1 Bd7  12.Qxa8 O-O 

Now, let us consider the possibility that White grabs a pawn with

13.Qxa7  Bc6  (threatening 14.Bxf3)  14.Be2…  What is our answer?

Analysis diagram after 14.Be2…
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In this position there is a move that gives Black the advantage.  Do you see it?  Give your analysis.

Since White did not play to win the exchange, the game continued from the first diagram…

9.a4 Bb7  10.axb5 cxb5  11.Nxb5 Bb4+  12.Nc3 O-O  13.Be2 Nd7  

14.O-O Rfc8  15.Rfc1 a5  16.Na4 Rab8  17.Qd1 e5  18.Bxc4 Bxf3 

19.Qxf3 Qxf3   20.gxf3 exd4  21.exd4 Rd8  22.Rd1 Nb6  23.Nxb6 Rxb6 24.Rd3 Rf6  25.b3    1/2-1/2
