Matching will and wits

Tuesdays at Framingham’s Legion Hall, the only sport is chess

By lgor Greenwald

It & 900 in the evening on
Pluyofl Tuesdsy, and most of New
England is watehing Lhe Roston
Cellics duke 11 oul agains! the Los
Angelis Lakers. Al the American
Legion Hall in Framingham,
though, 40 men, most of them
hasketball fans, are obliviows o
the Battle of the Titans

Raskethall banter slopped the
minute the chess clacks started.
The game is on the Legion bar
television sel, hul anly a single
birfve soul risks losing his concen-
lration {0 catch the {irst-quarter
SRORE,

These men have other things to
think aboul: they bave anly 90
nufules to make heir first
maves

©n this particular night, pro-
bably because of the plavodifs, the
chess club turnout is on the low
side; &1 of the 100 members turn
GUL- 00 A0 BYErRge evening, They
slraggle in from Acton, Billerica
and Stow, even Nazhua, N H

Twenty-one dallars & vear buys
them membership in the U5,
Chess Federatien, with which the
club s affifigted, A couple of bucks
al the Amercan Legion bar will
buy o comsalation donk afler o
luugh loss

The players sit in pairs, eyeing
each olher across long wooden
tahles occasion exchanging a
furrowed brow for an icy stare, 1t
it hiard to tell that the members of
the Framingham Chess Club are
engaged ina leisure-tima hobby
they play with the intensity of
Larry Bird taking o last-second
shot

However, beyond the shores ol
America, ehess s a sport. The
World Championzhip, The Team
Championship and the Olvmpiads
are followed by milhons of fans
[ram Takyno to Tumbuklu

Americans always do well,
although they trail the powerlouse
Swviets: but, as far a5 their coun-
Irymen are cancerned, they might
a5 well excel at Dominoes

“The status of ehess i lower in

the States than just about
anywhere else in the world,” says
Framingham Club Director War-
rén Pinehes “You lell snvone that
you Er"ﬁ chess," adds Jack Young,
"an ey dssume thal vou are
sammnething out of *Hevenge of the
Merds, "'

Young, a youthful Raytheon
enginecr, will never be mistiken
for @ “computer nerd.” An excep-
Lien that confirms the rule, he likes
his chess light and irreverent.

In a friendly skirmish, Young,
the Framingham Chess Club
champion, finds his positian
dangerausiy exposed. 1 is a situa
tion that would horrify many a con-
venlional player. bul Young only
shrugs,

“1 pick my spols very careful-
ly," e says

“Hight, Jack,” someone replics.
“You unly play this way against
Lhe mastiers. ™

But while high-jinks prevail in

i
i

the praclice roam, the bulk of the
club membership iz next daor,
learing at cach other in mind-lo-
mind combat. Pawns stagger and
fall, knights lopple by the wayside,
and gueens roam the bonrds spill-
ing bipod in their wake.

The comparison to war 15 oot
frivolpus. Chess was vented as
an abstract version of warfare,
and in every texcher and techni-
cian in the room lonight thers lurks
& Mapolean

For many. the pain of losing is
just as real. The EIrKlIii_-lﬁl_'E' of
starting oot with equal forces and
then walching the opponent march
1o vietory i5 nol assuring.

"There i5 ne such thing as chess
for fun," says Mark Steinberg, on-
Iy half-jokingly. Well, there is, but
it i quite unlike needlepaint, The
fun is matching will, wits and egos
wilh an oppenent; retaining any of
them after & humiliating game i5 a
dilferént story

Amaleur plavers, who alse have
jobs and families, must face the
dnily E.?J'I:‘SEI.I:I'EE of their ‘other” life
as well.

“I dropped oul of chess for 10
years,” admits Pinches, “Dhdn't
ﬂiﬁ}' a single game, tournament or

ackyard, T didn't even know whi
the world ehampion was,”

Other players, toa, say they ga
through stretehes of burnout, *'Wa
all quil,” says Steinberg, “and we
all eome back sooner o later. [t's
as addictive as this." he adds,
pointing at his cigarette

In the meantime, they persist,
this advance party of inlelieelual
competition in the Jand of Hulk
Hogan and The Refrigeralor. And
one day, if Chess Finals are on
ABC and your child is playing Lit
tle League Chess, you might
remember the Framingham Chess
Club, passing up the Cellics for a
play might at the American Legion,

MEWE PROTD BY PETER BAYLAER
Drew Sarkisian of Oxford, the big winner Tuesday at the Framingham Chess Club, confidently makes his
moyea.




