Spassky an admirer of Bobby Fischer

By TOM ZUPPA
News Statf Writer

. FRAMINGHAM — The speaker
was Boris Spassky, but the ques-
tions kept coming back to Bobby
Fischer,

- '"We were very f[riendly,”
Spassky said in a lecture at Fram-
Eﬂ_mi Slate College Sunday,
debunking the myth that the pair's
1972 match for the world chess
‘championship was a blood feud.

‘T admired the way he played.”

For the 130 people who jammed
the student center conference
room, the lecture was a way of
reliving the match, perhaps the
most iﬁ_m_w publicized chess
match of all time. In a wide-
ranging two-hour talk, Spassky
analyzed a recenl game, talked
about his life and said he is think-
ing about another run for the world

erown.

While Spassky, 47, has won many
tournaments since losing the title,
Fischer has gone another route. He
has not played in public since the
Spassky match and was stripped of
his title in 1975, when he refused to
defend against current champion
Anatoly Karpov in a dispute over
match conditions,

He is now a recluse living in
Fasadena, Calif. “I feel a Iot for
him," Spassky said. “It is a very
tragic situation,”

Asked if he had talked to Fischer,
Spassky said he had on two occa-

sions and had sent him a telegram
on his 40th birthday last year. He
refused to say any more, saying the
matler is a “personal question,"

Spassky and Fischer first cross-
ed paths in the Moscow Chess Club
in 1958 and faced each other in a
lournament two years later. While
Fischer was fighting with
organizers, Spassky won the world
championship in 1969,

Three years later they faced off
in Rekjavik, Iceland, the two
strongest players of their era.

Because he was a world cham-
pion facing an American, Spassky
received special privileges, such as
a four-room apartment, “That's a
treasure for a player in the Soviet
Union, so [ was very thankful for
Bobby," he said,

Spassky joked that, in apprecia-
tion, he had bought 20 bottles of
vodka for Fischer but that his
analysis team started drinking il
when the match got tight.

He said that, when he lost the
third match game to Fischer — the
first game Fischer ever won from
him — it gave Fischer almost
unstoppable momentum. “It was
like I opened a bottle and a genie
came out,”" he said.

He said that he could have won
four straight games at one point
but did not win a single one because
he was so drained from the pre-
match wrangling over the playing
site and prize fund,

“In the decisive moments, I
could do nothing," he said, shaking
his hands nervously.

Spassky won just one more
game, losing 12%-8'%%, and was
severely reprimanded when he
returned home.

""The title was a state property.
They all said [ was a very, very bad
boy,” he said in a mock serious
tone. “They didn't realize Bobhy
was the stronger player.”

He said he was “relaxed” after
losing the title because being
champion was a burden. “‘I was nol
a happy man; I felt T had to do
something special, kiss some
babies, because chess is so0 impor-
tant to life in the Soviet Union," he
said.

Spassky has lived in France
since 1976 with his third wife but

still represented the Soviet Union
al tournaments. He broke those
ties recently, became a French
citizen and will play for France in
the chess Olympiad in Greece in
November,

While Spassky refused to take
audience questions on the reasons
for his decision, he said the Soviet
Sport Committee “treated me very
badly," including refusing to let
him back into the country,

“1 was humiliated," "he said.
“Now I play White, they play
Black, and I play for France."

Later Spassky played 29 players
al once, losing to John Stopa of
Cambridge and drawing Jack
Young of Marlboro and Rolf
Welzell of Acton., The event was
sponsored by the Billerica and
Framingham chess clubs,
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CHESS CHamMP —
Spassky shakes hands with one of the 29 area chessplayers he State College.

Former world chess champion Boris played Sunday in a simulianeous tournament at Framingham
{Hews Phofo by Tom Zuppa)



Boris mw

‘By TOM ZUPPA b
Maws Staff Writer o )
FRAMINGHAM — Former

“world chess champion Boris
Spassky, dethroned by Bobb
Fischer 12 years ago in a matc
that gained world-wide attention,
will visit here Sept. 30. .

- Organizers for Framingham and
Billerica chess clubs solidified
plans for the Spassky trip this
week, paving the wa
night exhibition at
State Colle
decided to jointly s

- when both want

ramingham

nsor Spassky
to bring the

former champion to the area, said.

Warren Pinches, executive direc-
tor of the Framingham Chess Club.

Spassky will give a two-hour lec-
ture at Framingham State College,
then play up to 25 players

“ simultaneously, Pinches said. He -

~will not, Pinches added, play in the
2nd Framingham Open, a two-day
.open tournament the club is runn-
”Fm that weekend,
;  Spassky is goi
_-take part in a Public Broadeasting
“System series covering the Anatoly

for a one-

e. The two chess clubs
. Mirijanian said. ‘“You name

..mm_.m..“.u?nmuw Kasparov ' title
- - -mateh, He will make one other
“public appearance during his brief

LS. stay, in New York City on

-Sept, 29, ¢
- Both Pinches and George Mirija-
nian, president of the

-Massachusetts Chess Association,
_....m_..mnr..._ﬂ_ Thursday that the
_apassky visit will rekindle chess in-
-terest in New England,

“You ask non-chess players to
name a famous chess % ayer, and
they'll say Fischer and Spassky,”

Fischer, and, like Pavlov's dog,
that person will name Spassky,
Their mateh ls ingrained [n

_people.”

Only two other ex-world cham-
plons, Tigran Petrosyan and Em-
manuel Lasker, have ever visited
New England, Mirijanian said.

When Fischer and Spassky

layed in 1972, membership in the

nited States Chess  Federation

: ; tripled in one year, Pinches said,
to Springfield to

But the boom did not last, because
the USCF could not handle the in-
flux, he said,
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“Now, with the advent of the

chess computer, people are becom-

ing interested again. We're gE:m i S _
“.ﬂ ._. a

_to capture people's attention an
sustain it," Pinches said. "The
. organization is there now."
While Fischer won, “Spassky is
" remembered as much for his sport-
smanship and character as he is
for his accomplishments at the
chesshoard,” Pinches sald, |
Spassky won the world title in
1969, defedting countryman Petro-
syan after losing to him three years
earlier, : _
Flscher became a recluse follow-
ing the 1972 mateh, never' defan-
ding his title. Spassky continued to
rack up victories, winning the
USSR Championship in 1973.
Last year Spassky won a strong
international tournament in
Linares, Spain, ahead of current
- world champion Karpoy. |
He is m:_m among the top 20

" players in the world, according to &

world rankings,

He burst back into the headlines
a few months mmc_ announcing he
would now play for France. ’

Ll
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. Former world chess champion Boris Spassky leans
“+0n table as he faces Jack Young of Marlborough,
" one of 30 players he confronted in a round-robin

.end. Competition was sponsored by US Chess Feder-
ation and Massachusetts Chess Assn,

malch at Framingham State College over the week- 7

| _ Wﬁuﬂ_m mmﬂm.m.ﬁ,.m. mD__.____.M._.

i AP PHOTO |
3 HH"[-H

. CHESS CHAMPION ity Je T - .
~APPEAR. AT - FRAMINGHAM £ b
; STATE COLLEGE SEPT Zom ~ R Tk *
AND FLAY 25 OproNENTS fhe 25 CHESS GAMES.,,.

[ SMULTANEOUSLY /. T ALLATONCE 27 - )i, ds

.~_ 44 __ i . 3 ol s _EI_R_..__W % \.J._

L AP ....... It £
PR A,

i ek
= o ! B 1
| - Tl
i R e R g
. g b iy e

" TAKING ON THE MASTER 11— e e



By Rnbertﬂ.mm.ﬁi :
0 thet Rergicmal Sealf o
+ FRAMINGHAM — Amm:bﬁclmaybe
in store for Boris Spassky, ome-time Sovi-
£l world chess won, dethroned by
Bobby Fischer in 1 Eh: robably the
mist comfroversial md pub ized chess
matches in history.

Speaking vesterday before a crowd of
several hondred chess enthusiasts 3t
—

Chess’ _ Spassky Considers Comeback

Framingham State College, Spassky sald
that at 47 be is older, wiser, happier with
amwﬂnudmmwm resent,
and 15 thinking about a in the
international chess scene.

“Now 1 want o make some kind of a
comeback,” be said The former champl-
mwmmaMMwuksm

4 grapdmaster al 18 e sall
one of the top 20 players in the world. Hiz

appearance was sporsored by the Fram-
Mhmahfdpl?ﬂ:ﬁngﬂs e

¥ against I5 oppo-
pents simuitaneously,

his de‘m takes sinee 1572, when he re.
tured to the Soviet Unioo & deleated
world champion,
et Union,” Spassicy sald. “All of them said,

¥ spoke aboot the many changes

T dpst status in the Sovi-

Tum to — GRANOMASTER Page 114

Continued From Pege Ona

“you wern very bad " 1 said, T am serry,
bnt E‘-ob'.:f (Fischer} was sironper than

F'ﬁd:er bad catapulted the l::.nqnll
workd of chess inlo the Internalional
limelight throogh kis offbeat demands
for playing in the 1872 championship
im Revkjavik, Iceland. Spassky re-
called thie tarning point in e matete,
when in the third game Focher “be
came wise" and gained ihe upper band.

“Ganis n 0 Botths™
‘H!{'Fi.!dl:r:n'lalllhi]tnkhl

.icbes players) have nervom energy,”
Spassiy said Lates,

Still, Spassky spoke fondly of Fisch-
er, whe, he said, played “lor the trath
of chess” Fischer changed after Lhe
lournament and became a recluse, 1
still feel & Iot for Bobby from the bol-
tom af my beart,” Spawiy szid. “He
b the gift of God and be can't fulifadl
his duties.™

Spassky had been the world champi-
©n snce 1965, and 53id e lelt rebef in
relinquishing the Hile to Fischer, “Asa
champan, [ was pot very happy.” He
sail be fell pressure o further the
game of chess and G0 et Lke @ ttle
baolder, including “1o ga arcund the So-
vid Union and kiss some babies,” he
s2aid, deawing laughs, as be did often in
the two-hour Lalk.

But his peception from his eoumiry-
med kg & warld-utle loser and personal
problems iz bis life created o time of

fturmedl for bim be said Aller
1573, when be captored Lhe Soviel
chem champlonghip, hl:l jgame began m
detoriorate
. o the mid-1976s Spn.utfs Life :,ml:

Grandmaster Spassky

another tzrn when he left his second
wile and bogan a relationship with his
current wife, Marine Sicherbatcheft,
who was & secretary with the French
Embasty |n Moscow, Matters came to
a head whben in 1975 his thes-fiance
was asked Lo relurs (0 France and
Spassky bad difficully getting permis-
sien Lo marsy her
=“Changed My Color™

Before the end of the year, malters
were setiled and he married Mis
Sdcherbatchefl “T helt Lhe Soviet Undon
for France asd now [ live there pesce-
fully," be said Until this May, be had
represenied the Soviel Union in cleess
compelitions. Howewer, matiers came
1o & head when his comtry refused to
pay hid compelition expenses and de-
nied him permission 1o vimit home.

— "8 1 eaid I would sot like to repre.

sent you any more | changed my col-
or,” Spassky said S0 pow I am happy
Lo play for France” He will represent
France ln the laternalions] Team

! Tearnament this fall

" Throughout his talk, Spassky delight-
ed the crowd by cracking chess jokes,
recailing anscdotes and dlusteating b
peants wilh broad gestores and 2 boom-

- ing wvoice when bo mocked his owm

thick Slavic accent,

He recalied that his firsd interest @
chess came a3 a litlle boy, when he
woald play with his alder brother, Ao
turning pednt cama when his own ahili-
&y Arpassed that of bis brother, "Very
soon | began to beal my beether, and
very soon alter that he bogan to beat
me dslde of chess.” he said.

Spassky abo remembered that Lhe
publicity before the 1872 world cham-
pioaship match alse helped to elevate
his owo status (0 the point at which be
asked for and received spproval [or a
four-room aprriment, 2 loxury 1o the
Banviet Union.

*1 was 30 lthankful lo Bobby I was
bringing hiog 30 botiles of vodia ™

—




“hess master Spassky swats players like flies |
By THOMAS MORONEY . — _ T i
He walked to the centerof the ~ ¢ .+ ;

arowded. auditorium “Sunday e e 43
aight, in much the same way . ._-.-..-.m.-ﬁ—_@
“.._._A.U.-:u .

while he was pulling it over his
head, did a slow 360-degree turn,
frowning at each and every one
of the 29 lpcal players who had
come to get a piece of him.
Gone was the sly grin and
eomic antics that punctuated his
lecture. Gone were his boyish
imitations of Bobby Fischer, his
American nemesis in the in-
famous 19872 world c-
hampionship in Reykjavik,

Carl Yastrzemski would trudge
{o the batter's box,

There was a swagger in his
step, grim determination on his
lace, - Ly I

“What I do for a living is war,
lengthy and exhausting war,"”
he had explained earlier,

The only thing close to it may -,
be a baseball fan's dream of -

At 47, he was a trim §-foat-10,  standing in for a few Bob Gibson ~ Iceland. )
and his skin showed a healthy EH_._EHN_. a boxing fan going 10 In a two-hour talk upstairs, he | ‘
tan; it was easy to see his  rounds with Sugar Ray. had dispelled with great ease { B s
“conditioning and discipline” . For $50, you set up your board  the myth that he was some kind T e
_...___W_,n wwﬁm—.ﬁwmnn mﬂ., dy fi | e s E“._E.___".w nmmw d M“.m_mﬂwww fivg, lrited NE-._ : PLAYING THE MASTER — Former World chess champion
.,i%_m.._w Rt e e e M_m_um..ummm__m#_.ﬁmﬂﬁ ﬁnmwﬁmmaﬁ%_ﬂ the “When I started beating my. : Boris Spassky, ' left, confronts oppanent Jack Young, of
It was a unique opportunity, ‘other 28 who vm_E_ h older brother at chess, he Marlbore, during a round robin match of 20 players at Fram-

started beating me outside the
game,"” he joked, ]

{Continued on 10A)

' ingham State College Sunday night. The match was sponsored -
~by the U.S. Chess Federation and the Massachusetts Chass
Assoclation. (AP Photal

this simultaneous chess match
at Framingham State College,
or “simul’ as it was called,

Spassky dropped the red duf-
fle bag right on the floor, yanked
put his brown sweater vest, and

{Continued from 1A) .

But now, just before game
time, he changed. This was

business. Serious business,

Stories are told about Lee
Trevino's hustling $5 bills on the
golf course, putting with one
ive the
lesser competitors an edge. The
legendary Minnesota Fals has
his reputation as well. They let
w._wﬂ feel you had an edge and

en slammed the deor in your

arm behind his back to

face.
It was different for Spassky

There was no faking. No cour-
ting the sucker. You would lose
as quickly as he could make you
lose, for, as one observer said,
“When a grandmaster does a
simul, he wants every game,

His reputation, more than inan
other profession, is on the line.

John Haines,
Bellingham resident,

= to do battle.

“‘Jure, I'm nervous. I studied

for this match for four weeks

a 387-year-old
was
typical of those who showed up

- left the

one hour a day. I read up on
opening moves, so I wouldn't
embarrass myself."

That was the main object for
others as well, Chances are he'd
get you — just don't let him get
you too soon or oo badly,

At 7:43, Spassky clapped his
hands together, calling his prey
to their boards. From there, he
moved quickly, like a fox, mak-
ing a play on one board and then
going to the next, right around a
cirele.

The first vietim fell at 8 p.m.

“I tried to zip off three or four
moves quickly, ... I lost my
ﬂ.ﬂﬂm_u,,:

Then, five minutes later, a
curipous thing happened.
Spassky resigned to a young
man in a brown suitcoat. The
latter rolled up his board and
aying hall.

Outside, he identified himself
as John Stopa, a 3l-year-old

. Cambridge lawyer, . :
“How did you do it?"' he was
asked.

“He realized he would lose
some pawns," he said.

Pawns? Those little, insignifi-
cant pieces?

There was more to it, though.
Come to find oul, Stopa is raled
a “master,” only one level
below Spassky and his ecrowd.
He is also an officer in a Boston
chess club, “the oldest, largest
and strongest in New England.”

“I suppose I really shouldn't
be here, in one sense. He knew
thatI snwm.m_ﬁu&. Twasn't making
any mis
knew the pawns would be impor-
tant later.”

Another batch of losers came
in at 10.

Then there was a lull. He

* beeame Epwmnmn... with those

who were delaying their obvious
_ defeat.
. But at'11:45 *“they started
dropping like flies,” and by

12:25, it was over,

Spassky had won 26, tied two,
and lost only one — to the Cam-
bridge lawyer.

es, 50 he quit. He:

it comes very easy for me.

“An mumazﬁ_ﬂ, spectacular

performance,’' said one
organizer. Even the gentle Rus-
sian seemed content with his
performance. He stood in the
near-empty hall, exhausted, sip-
ping on orange juice.

“Was the "war" tonight suc- .
cessful?” he was asked, He
nodded.

“But what about the guy who
beat you?"

‘Yes, he was very strong. I

- knew it quickly,” he said, then",

quickly bid everyone adieu.

There was a plane to catch
early in the morning, another
match down the road, and
maybe some day soon, he said,
another crack at the world title
in some faraway city.

But for now, he could rest
easy. Framingham was a good
night's work., Only one black
mark, and to a “ringer"" at that. .,

“You know,” he had said
earlier, “‘by nature I am not
very ambitlous, but this game,



