Framingham,
e Mass.
m_® " HESS still
‘means Bobby Fi-
_scher to most
people; some are
getting to know
“world champion
Gary Kasparov,

)|

too; but to aficionados the name"

that conjures up the most vivid
images of excitement and magic
at the board continues to be that
of Mikhail Tal. j

So when I heard that the leg-
endary  attacking ' genius , from
Latvia was making his first visit

_ to America, and giving a simulta-
neous exhibition in my own area,. .
- that carried him all the way.to.

y seri

the'

perhaps to at least: gaveiq;ﬁ a

run: nearly 50 mtematxona!; tourna: -7,
for his money. Somewhere:inside ...ments. ‘And qq. % ]tlhf st
me a little voice: kepﬁ,"“sa,ymg .youngest- -ever: World D ol
things like, *Onca given day.; . ;" s, stood until two, years, ago,. Wheﬂ 3 bﬂ :
and, “Anybody can:makeia mis< - Kasparov broke it at age 22..
take when he’s; playing so many, -, -..But more unportant even |
people at the same, time! "’ -~ all this success was the way he

achieved it. For at a time when
THE STRATEGY chess seemed to be growing too

Preparing for the contest was
easy enough, since I have several
books of Tal's game$ in my li-
brary.- After burning the mid-
night oil for a few nights, I fig-
ured I was pretty well versed in

his style, and in the ways he was

most likely to meet my pet vari-
ation of the Sicilian Defense.
Finally, the big night arrived. I
and 29 other intrepid souls, each
having paid $50 for the pnvﬂege
sat down at rows of tables while
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.a hundred or so speétators
‘lecture-and then watch him de- -

_ing, as Tal related anecdotes . .

'the second . match ”~he- added "=

ter e

jammed into the Framingham ...
Chess Club to hear Tal give'a

molish player after player, . .
The lecture was most interest-

from his career, then answered
questions on just™ about | , eVery:
chess subject imaginable. .
Did he have a particular fa- .
vorite among his games? “I hopel -+
haven't played it yet,” he replied.
But among those he has
played, does any one stand out as
the most memorable? “Perhaps
the final game of the first match.
with [Mikhail] Botvinnik,” he i
said, recalling the meteoric rise:

-victory- in the 1960 title match
_ when he was only 24 yearsold. = “.
“Or perhaps the final game of - %

the rematch in”which Bo
regamed the crown a year later.

“ackhSoviet champlpnsTﬁ %
{8

matched only by Bot

scientific, Tal's risk-taking, spec- ;
tacular play was a throwback to
the game's earlier romantic, era, - T
In his young heyday of the _',“'
1950s and '60s, Tal repeatedly
stunned the chess world with his,
daring attacks, frequently sacri-
ficing pieces in unclear positions
and then outplaying his oppo- -
nents in the ensuing complica-
tions. This made him a hero to
the public, which was tired of the
dull, cautious play of most grand-



Eldridg came prpred with his pet defense -
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masters. Sometimes in post-game
anatyses, though, his sacrifices

‘were found to be unsound, suc-

ceeding only because the bedaz-
zled opponent had failed to find

. the correct defense. Some critics

called him lucky, but clearly it
happened too often to a
his success to chance: Or, as one
chess writer of the time put it,
“The plural of luck is skill.”
Perhaps as good an indication
as any of that skill is Tal's plus
score of 4 wins, 2 losses, and 5
draws against Fischer — one of
the best records any player was
able to achieve in combat with
the enigmatic American grand-
master. Tal expressed sadness
that Fischer dropped out of the

until afterward. Tal may or may
not have remembered the Fischer
contest, but in any event, on
Move 14 he varied from his pre-
vious play and launched a dubi-
ous attack in which he sacrificed .
his queen for material of almost

tribute _equal value. but not quite. . °
Perhaps the: veteran- grand-. ;.
master expected to shake up his

young opponent and dazzle him
in the ensuing complications. Un-
doubtedly, he did not realize that
the youngster sitting across from

.him was.not just your average ;
12-year-old, but the reigning na- ...
tional elementary champion and- - -

a. competitor who had already.
achieved the level of candidate:
master. Indeed, Bobby was un- -




= paadd g A Vra "l.l.l.l.l.hlls Al Y UL AL
championship from  Boris
Spassky in 1972, :
“All Soviet players are sorry
that the American genius no
longer plays,” he said. .. '

THE BATTLE

Finally, the lecture was over,
and the moment we had all been
waiting for was at hand. Tal be-
gan his tour, moving rapidly

~players of any ‘age: —« ﬁndmgw
d; He began .‘themselves:on: the _

\.IUU.IJIJC\.LIJ WAL VA il vuwva lECDh R
players in that room — asTa.lnow B
began to find out. « - . T g
Each time he came a.roundto X
Seltzer's board, he found himself
spending more and more. time:. ...
studying in vain for some way to--
whip up an attack — or later, as -
his position began to deteriorate, .- ..
to at least salvage adraw. - .« o
Most youngsters - indeed, i his - N

: _fﬁéﬂhng“ arsup

ould be likely to"

: :ﬂmg“.lmg little rmstakesthﬁlfl

is all you get against a
Tal. He swooped in fo 't

and it quickly became apparent_.

that I was doomed. I could have
played on, as several others per-
sisted in domg despite similarly

hopeless positions, but I did what

one is supposed to do when fac-

ing the inevitable and resigned.
It was only the 15th move, and

I was the first player to lay down

his king. The embarrassment and*
humiliation of it all did have one-

redeeming aspect, however, for
my quick demise enabled me to
spend the rest of the evening
watching the real excitement a
few boards away, where 12-year-
old Bobby Seltzer was giving the
grandmaster all he could handle.

THE VICTORY

This game, interestingly, fol-
lowed for quite some time the
exact moves (with a couple of
transpositions) of Tal's first
game against Fischer, a71959 con-
test which ended in a draw.
Young Seltzer, who relies prima-
rily on his own natural ability
and had not “booked up” for the

. .game, was unaware of this fact '

igrandmaster get? bacle ito: tt

the blg one, of course, was the
game with young. Seltzer. And
how did- Bobby explain his cool- -
ness and poise during that last’
hectic hour? How did he keep his:

‘wits about him with dozens of

onlookers crowded around his - -
board, and with the prospect of
such a momentous victory. hang
ing on every move?

“To tell you: the truth ke h"e.«
said “I* was concentra.tmg S0
hard on the position that I forgot
I was playing a grandmaster.” i -

No wonder I lost - I did it the o
other way around! | wassoaware = =
I was playing the great Mikhail . .~ =
Tal that I forgot to pay attention
to my position. e

I have a feeling, though, that
in my case it wouldn’t have made
much difference!

Larry Eldridge has been a
tournament chess player for 7R
30 years and maintains a
Class A rating. He is also an
active ghess teacher, mgan— £y
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